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	The Renaissance – Did it Herald a Better Life for All?


What was the Renaissance?
1 Summarise the information on the cards explaining how each tells you something about why the Renaissance was born in Italy. 
	KEY FACT CARDS
	This card tells me that the Renaissance began in Italy because...

	1. Trade Routes
	

	2. Greek philosophers
	

	3. Florence
	

	4. Cosimo de’ Medici
	

	5. Hospital of the Innocents
	

	6. Venice
	


2 Why do you think Italy was such a successful trading state? Think about where it is located, its geography, methods of travel and the significance of religion. 

3 With which countries did the Italian merchants trade? 

4 What were some of the most sought after trade items? 

5 What advantages did the ships of the Renaissance have over vessels in earlier times? 

6 How was a guild like the silk guild able to support abandoned children? 

7 The Medici family was a patron of the arts during the Renaissance period. Explain what this means and whether you think this patronage had lasting impacts upon the city of Florence. 

8 Explain in your own words what you think the ‘humanist revival’ was. 
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